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Wisdom is a book to inspire… a cornucopia of wise words, 

ancient and modern, from every corner of the world. On 

subjects that are frivolous and profound, comical and austere, 

spiritual and mundane, the authors have lovingly gathered 

together the sayings of figures as diverse as HP, Descartes and 

Confucius; Mahatma Gandhi, Neruda, and Marx; Oscar Wilde 

and Napoleon Bonaparte.  

Whether Indian, Greek, Islamic, or Jewish;  Roman, Chinese, 

Russian or African, the themes are universal and enduring - 

love, hubris, mortality, and the nature of wisdom itself. The 

musings of the celebrated philosophers, and the heroic insights 

of those whom history has chosen not to record, the epigrams, 

declarations and proverbs contained in these pages - small 

bright gems of wisdom from every continent, from every faith, 

and from every age - will remain with you. 
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About the Author:  
D. Mehra began his working life as a handkerchief seller in Calcutta's New Market,  and worked briefly for 
William Collins before eventually creating the distinguished Indian publishing house Rupa & Co.   
His nephew, N.D.Mehra, who was later to join his uncle in the same publishing firm, compiled much of the 
material in this book - the breadth of which bears testimony to their profound love of reading, and 
admiration for philosophy of every kind. 

‘If you tell the truth  
you don’t have to  

remember anything’ 

'Freedom from desire  
leads to inward peace…' 


