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HALAS & BATCHELOR CARTOONS 


An Animated History


Vivien Halas and Paul Wells


Foreword by Nick Park





‘Halas & Batchelor are my earliest memory of British animation making a mark on the world stage, and having a distinctively British style. Their work has lasted and remains impressive and important.’


Nick Park - Wallace & Gromit - Aardman Animation





‘The true innovators of the British animation scene are about to be rediscovered by a whole new generation.’


Grafik Magazine








Free DVD includes seven of Halas & Batchelor’s best short films 





About the authors:


Vivien Halas is the daughter of John Halas and Joy Batchelor and director of The Halas & Batchelor Collection.


Paul Wells is Professor of Animation at Loughborough University and an author and broadcaster. His previous books include Understanding Animation, Animation: Genre and Authorship, Animation and America and Fundamentals of Animation.


Vivien Halas and Paul Wells are both available for TV, radio and press interviews and features.
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This lavishly illustrated book celebrates the work of the Halas & Batchelor studio whose legacy represents one of the greatest achievements in British animation history and includes a DVD of some of the best short films.


For over fifty years the studio was the largest and most influential  in Western Europe producing over 2000 films, ranging from entertainment and documentary films to TV series and experimental art movies.


Founded  in 1940 by the husband-and-wife team of John Halas and Joy Batchelor, the studio produced over 70 wartime public information films watched by cinema audiences estimated at some 30 million, and in the immediate post-war period it was commissioned by the new Socialist government to help create wider public understanding of complex issues affecting Britain’s post-war reconstruction.


Best known for their ground-breaking animated adaptation of George Orwell’s Animal Farm in 1954, (Britain’s first full-length animated feature), the company established a worldwide reputation for originality, diversity and technical innovation.


Key works including The Tales of Hoffnung (1964) with Peter Sellers, Butterfly Ball (1974) with Beatles illustrator Alan Aldridge, and the cult classic Autobahn (1979) featuring the music of Kraftwerk, demonstrated the studio’s ability to respond to changes artistically, technologically and culturally.
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